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ASSI GNORS, REFEREEÕS, CLUBS, TEAMS & THE BRCL Ð 
HOW I T ALL WORKS and RESPONSI BI LI TI ES 
 
 
ASSIGNOR: 
The LIST OF BRCL Assignors and the Clubs that they assign Home 
Games for can be found on the BRCL web Site under Contacts & 
Committees> Assignors (we have 14 Assignors or Acting Assignors in the 
BRCL) 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES of the REFEREE ASSIGNORS 
 

1. ASSI GNI NG REFEREES FOR BRCL GAMES 
a. The Assignor is a LOCAL Self-Employed INDEPENDENT Contractor who has 

a loyal pool of referees for whom they make game assignments. 
i. Game assigning is done MANY different ways. Some assignors have a high 

level of interaction and control with referees and for other assignors it is 
essentially self-service for the referees to pick games. 

ii. Some use email, some use primarily the phone, and some use a Leading 
software Assigning Program, Arbitor. Some use all of the above. 

iii. Some Clubs have their own referee pool and assign referees to games on 
their own. 

b. Assignor has either a contractual or a verbal arrangement with each club for 
which they assign which sets the per game Assignor Fee that the Assignor 
charges the Club to Assign Referees. This arrangement is between the Club 
and the Assignor only, and the League is not involved in this or any aspect of 
assigning referees in any way. 

c. To qualify, as an Assignor there is an Assigning Class that the VYSA puts on 
once per year, and typically, the Assignor needs to be a top-flight referee so 
that they can assess and guide the development of new referees. 

d. There can be more than one competing Assignor per geographic area, as they 
are independent contractors (not common in the BRCL area). As independent 
self-employed contractors, they can compete for and use the available pool 
of referees, should the referees so decide to align with more than one 
Assignor. (Again, rare, because the elite group of Referees Loyal to the 
Assignor is rewarded by the Assignor with assignments to the better paying  
or better situated refereeing opportunities that require a high level of 
expertise.) 
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e.  EACH Assignor receives the Schedule from BRCL two weeks prior to the 
start of the Spring and the Fall Seasons and is Responsible to Assign 
Referees as appropriate for all BRCL Scheduled HOME Games in their 
Geographic area for Clubs that they have arrangements to assign for. (i.e. 
Mark Ingvaldsen from Roanoke will assign All of Botetourt United, Valley 
AFC, and Roanoke Star Classic BRCL home games and Molly Cousins will 
assign referees to their games in the Radford and New River areas, and so 
on through the schedule, etc.) Some Assignors in the BRCL region also assign 
Recreational games, Middle and High School Games, Adult league games, and 
College games in their Geographic area. The Assignors coverage of 
geographic areas are NOT assigned, they have evolved over time by supply 
and demand, the ability of the Assignor, the size of the referee pool that 
the Assignor has developed, their Assigning agreement with area Clubs, 
verbal agreements between Assignors, and other factors. 

f. Here is the Link to the Virginia State Referee Site that has the registered 
Assignors listed. (Also on BRCL Web Site under REFEREE button):  
http://www.vadcsoccerref.com/scripts/runisa.dll?m2:gp::72021+assignor/se
arch 

g. Assignors in a Region or a League area set the Referee Fees that are 
charged to each Team by the League. The League does not set these fees, 
although is involved in the process. 

h. With the NEW online Scheduling software the League is using this year 
from Demosphere, every schedule change made by the BRCL Administrator 
during the season will immediately and automatically update the home 
Assignor, the home Team Field Coordinator, and the Coaches & Team 
Managers for each team by email, and each Team’s online Schedule, also an 
indicator will show that a game change occurred.  CURRENT Field schedules 
are also available to Club Field Coordinators and Assignors on line on the 
BRCL Web Site. 

 
2. EDUCATI NG, DEVELOPI NG, AND ASSESSI NG REFEREES 

a. Providing the availability of Entry Level Referee Training Courses (Level 8) in 
their Area to allow for new Referees, Also provide referee recertification 
courses. 

b. Provide a growth path for new referees to develop the awareness of the 
game, and assist them in becoming a more seasoned and experienced referee 
i.e. Start out as AR on younger Age Group games and progress eventually to 
Center for age appropriate games. 
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c. It is the responsibility of the Assignor to Assess the Capabilities and skills 
of each learning referee by attending games and evaluating their 
performance, providing feedback and further training, if necessary 

 
 
 

3. MANAGI NG THEI R REFEREE POOL I N MATTERS OF: 
a. Notifying and communicating with the referees as to game date and time 

changes, cancellations, and forfeits 
b. Resolving and addressing complaints of Poor or unprofessional Behavior by 

referees (rudeness, inappropriate remarks, cursing, etc.) 
c. Adress problems with Repeated Referee mistakes involving the Laws of the 

Game (NOT JUDGMENT) 
d. ADDRESS ALL PROBLEMS WITH NO SHOWS or LATE SHOWS 
 

4. Suppor t  t he League and t he Ref er ee Communit y in mat t er s of  Ref er ee Abuse and 
Ref er ee Assault  by t aking t hese cases t o t he St at e level wher e t hey can be 
adj udicat ed. 

5. Suppor t  t he League and t he Ref er ee Communit y by pr oviding suppor t  t o t he BRCL 
Conduct  Commit t ee and t heir  inquir ies. 

 
 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF REFEREES 
 
REFEREE: 
 

1. Referees are also independent contractors who align with one or more 
Assignors. 

2. Work and communicate with the Assignor to get referee game assignments 
3. Have the proper certification to referee/ AR at the game 
4. For games which the referee is assigned, be present at the field, properly 

attired and equipped, and ready to referee by the assigned game time (which 
requires 15 min early arrival) 

5. Check all VYSA PLAYER PASSES, player uniforms & equipment.  
6. Enforce the BRCL rule that ONLY VYSA Carded individuals (This includes adults 

and youth) with VYSA OFFICIAL PASSES are allowed on the Team side of the 
field during the game. 

7. Obtain the Green Game Card and Orange Referee from the “Home” Team and 
the second Green Game Card from the “Visiting” team. 
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8. Collect 50% of the Referee and AR Fee’s from each BRCL Team 
a. REFEREES DO NOT collect the fees for Referee’s who are not present 

at game time or in the case where Club Linesmen are used.  
9. A three-man system must be used for all U-12 and up games, even if club 

linesmen are utilized. The TEAM/CLUB retains referee fees for Referees or 
AR’s who do NOT SHOW UP. 

10. Start the Game as close as possible to the STATED GAME START TIME  
11. In the Absence of AR(s) obtain Club Linesmen, instruct them of their duties 

and start the game 
12. Conduct games in accordance with FIFA Laws of the Game, USSF Rules and 

BRCL rules and procedures 
13. Referees are to initial player sitouts, post the score, note cautions (cards) given 

and send offs, and LEGIBLY PRINT their name on the BRCL Game Cards, 
returning these to the respective Team Managers at the end of the game. 

14. Referees are to evaluate the Sportsmanship of the Teams playing the game on 
the BRCL Orange Card ( The Official Game Record) and drop this postage paid 
card in the mailbox (Referees are NOT to give back the Orange Card to the 
Team Manager) 

15. Referees are to know and understand the LAWS of the GAME (and the 
Modified Laws of the Game) as they apply to the specific age group that they 
are officiating, and apply them equally to both teams. 

16. Referees are to maintain control of BRCL matches. 
17. Provide a written referee game report to the Assignor when a SEND off of any 

person other than a player is made before, during, or after a game. The League 
also requires a written report in any instance deemed serious and requiring 
League Conduct Committee interaction. 

 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF BRCL MEMBER CLUBS 
 
CLUB: 

 
1. Negotiate an Assignor fee agreement and a payment arrangement with an area 

Assignor to assign referees for all of your BRCL (and other) games. The 
Assignor charges a per game assigning fee for assigning game Referees to 
games for each club. Different Assignors have different billing arrangements. 

2. If the club as part of the Player Fees collects referee fees, provide each Team 
the money that will equal one-half of the Referee fees for all of the Scheduled 
BRCL Games on their Schedule. Please note that with games played UP in age, 
both teams are charged the Referee fees at the higher age bracket rate. Team 
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arranged friendlies also need to provide the referee w the proper referee fees 
as above according to the League Referee Payout Schedule and Club or Team 
policy. 

3. Communicate in a timely fashion with the BRCL Scheduler and the Referee 
Assignor regarding any game time and date changes that are needed (Requires 
BRCL Administrator approval). (For clubs who centralize this operation) 

4. Communicate with the Assignor and the BRCL Scheduler regarding any field 
closures, weather or otherwise (IN A TIMELY FASHION) – Usually the 
responsibility of the Club Field Coordinator 

5. Hold the Assignor to their Commitment to have referees at ALL BRCL contests 
in a timely fashion. 

6. Accumulate the incidence of Referee no-shows and report it to the Assignor 
and the League each week. 

7. Provide all complaints regarding unprofessional, inappropriate behavior by 
referees directly to their Assignor with a copy to the League ASAP. 

8. Provide a report directly to the referee’s Assignor, with a copy to the League, 
of calls that were a violation of the Laws of the Game. There are NO challenges 
or protests taken regarding the referee judgment calls. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF BRCL TEAMS 
 
TEAM: 
  

1.  PAY THE REFEREE(s) at the Field. Prepare Three envelopes for each game 
with which to pay Referees (One Envelope for the Center Ref Only if a U-9 
through U-11 game), with your Team’s share of the EXACT Cash payout portion 
for 1.  CENTER Referee and 2. One envelope for Each of the Assistant 
Referees (AR’s). Remember that the Referee Fees charged for the game are 
based on the fees for the OLDEST age group in the contest, i.e. if a U-15 is 
playing a U-17 Team, the referee and AR fees are based for BOTH TEAMS on 
the fee for the U-17 (older) team. 

a. For the Example Above in 1, EACH Team would provide the Center With THREE 
IDENTIFIED  ENVELOPES: 

i. ½ Referee fees for the Center Referee - $18 
ii. ½ Assistant Referee Fees 1 AR - $12.50 
iii. ½ Assistant Referee Fees 1 AR - $12.50 
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*  I f  t he Cent er  and One AR show up, ONLY pr ovide t he Cent er  and 
ONE AR f ee. DO NOT PAY ANY REFEREE FEES BEFORE YOU 
CAN VERI FY THAT THE REFEREES THAT YOU ARE PAYI NG FOR 
ARE PRESENT AT THE FI ELD OF PLAY. I f  t he Cent er  only shows 
up, ONLY PAY t he Cent er  Fee. Any unused Ref er ee Fees f or  
Ref er ee NO-Shows are t o be t ur ned back t o your  Club or  r et ained 
in t he Team f unds per  t he Policies of  your  r espect ive Club.  
 

BRCL 2005 Referee Fees, Ball Size, Game  
     

Age Group 
Center 
Referee 

AR’s 
(Assistant 
Referees) 

Total 
Total 

Pay Per 
Team 

Ball 
Size 

 
Playing 

time per 
half 

 
Minimum 

number of 
players to 

start a game 
U17 - U19 

(11v11) 
$36 $25 each $86 $43.00 5 45 

minutes 
7 

U15 – U16 
(11v11) 

$29 $22 each $73 $36.50 5 40 
minutes 

7 

U13 – U14 
(11v11) 

$25 $19 each $63 $31.50 5 35 
minutes 

7 

U12 
(8v8) 

$23 $17 each $57 $28.50 4 30 
minutes 

6 

U11 
(8v8) 

$27 ----------- $27 $13.50 4 30 
minutes 

6 

U9 - U10 
(6v6) 

$27 ---------- $27 $13.50 4 25 
minutes 

4 

 
 

2. Typically, the Center Referee will come to the Team Manager before the game 
to collect the fees. Again, do NOT remit any Referee Fees except for the 
Referee personnel that are visibly at the field of play. 

3. Refer any referee who wants to be the paid extra Referee fees for no-shows to 
the BRCL Administrator. 

4. It is mandatory that all U-12 games and up are to be served by a three-person 
system, even if club linesmen are used. ALL TEAM MANAGERS AND COACHES 
ARE TO BE FAMILIAR WITH THE BRCL RULES AND PROCEDURES SECTION 
11 Rules of the Game, Specifically 11.3 through 11.6, which deals specifically 
with this issue. 
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5. In the event of a field closure for any reason (Your Club’s BRCL Assigned Field 
Coordinator has this responsibility) it is incumbent that the Team Manager or 
Coach initiate communication to the other team EARLY and WELL BEFORE THE 
WINDOW OF TIME THAT the VISITING TEAM’S TRAVEL WILL BEGIN! 

6. Follow ALL of the 2005-06 Field Standards, with particular attention to the 
following during the game: 

a. SIDELINES: Players, coaches, and other CARDED persons will be located 
on one side of the field, and spectators will be located on the opposite side 
of the field. Areas should be marked as designated in the BRCL Field 
Diagrams. Coaches and Team Managers are responsible for educating all parents, 
players, guest spectators, and Team Officials of these guidelines. 

b. SPECTATOR AREA: Sidelines should have spectator lines painted on the 
ground, minimum 2 yards back from the touchline, where space permits, per 
BRCL Field Diagrams. Lines are to be painted on the ground. Ropes, cones, etc 
will also be acceptable. All spectators should stay behind this line and are not 
allowed beyond it into the penalty box area or along the end line. 

c. TEAM/COACH (TECHNICAL AREA): Coaches and assistants must remain 
within 20 yards of their side of the halfway line on the team'’ side of the field. 
Coaches are responsible for anyone on their side out of these positions and any 
interference with play of the ball or game. Coaches and other adults must be 
carded with BRCL to be in the technical area during play and cards must be 
presented upon the request of the game official 

7. Print the Name of any Player on the Green Game Card who is Sitting out a Game 
Due to the Mandatory FIFA One Game Suspension for One RED or TWO Yellow 
Cards in the previous game. This is a mandatory FIFA penalty and there is NO 
FLEXIBIILTY on this Mandatory One Game Suspension. 

8. Home Team provides the Center Referee the Green Game Card and the Orange 
Referee Cards, the visiting Tea provides the Green Game Card only. Both Team 
Managers are to retrieve the GREEN Game Cards only at the end of the Game. 
Please make certain that the Center Referee’s name is legible and that the 
score is on the card correctly. 
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RESPONSIBILITIES of the BRCL 
 
LEAGUE 
 

1. Coordinate with all Assignors to determine their current assignment 
responsibilities 

2. Communicate with all Members Clubs to identify the Assignors for all Clubs 

3. Send the Spring and Fall BRCL schedule to all Assignors in the Field Format 2 
weeks prior to the start of the season. 

4. Try to minimize standalone games so that referees can have the convenience of  
back-to-back games and the games are easier to assign by the Assignor 

5. Forward any league received complaints to the appropriate Assignor 

6. Support the Referee community with strong league conduct policies and 
enforcement that protects them and the integrity of the game. 

7. Work with the Assignors in a positive fashion to establish relationships that are 
beneficial to the Players and the Referees. 

8. Meet with Assigners and establish league wide standards of policy and 
expectations of all parties 

9. Provide a referee Liaison to the referee community to further relations between 
the BRCL and the referee community 

10. Provide Member Club feedback information to the Assignors, when necessary. 

11. Support, promote, and communicate information regarding Referee Certification 
and Recertification classes to all Member Clubs via email and the BRCL Web Site. 

 


